
 

WEEK FIVE 

 

READ: Acts 12:1-19 

 

REFLECT: 

� What does it mean to believe in a God who delivers us 

from times /people of “opposition”? 

� What might that look like for you, right now, given the 

situation(s) you are in/those close to you now face? 

� Peter’s immediate response is to give witness to God’s 

deliverance of him. In times of your delivery from 

sickness, hardship, financial uncertainty, addition – 

whatever it may be for you, how have you responded? 

Have you told others? Why/why not?  

 

 

NOTES 

___________________________________________

___________________________________________

___________________________________________

___________________________________________

___________________________________________

___________________________________________ 
 

REACH:  In prayer, where and to whom is God leading you to? 

What prayers do you need to share with members of your 

group? List by name joys and concerns. 

 

 

READ: Acts 12:19b-25 

 

REFLECT: 

� In the adulation of the crowds about us, it is so easy to 

“forget ourselves”, and so forget God. But it’s not 

about us, it’s about God.  

� What does it mean to say, “God humbles the proud”? 

Is that even true?  

� Herod did not give God the praise. What might it look 

like for us to give God the praise, even in our 

successes, victories and triumphs? 

� Where in your life are things waiting for you to give 

God the praise – and how will you do that? 

 

 

NOTES 

 

___________________________________________

___________________________________________

___________________________________________

___________________________________________

___________________________________________

___________________________________________ 
 

REACH:  In prayer, where and to whom is God leading you to? 

What prayers do you need to share with members of your 

group? List by name joys and concerns. 

 

 

 



READ: Acts 13:1-3 

 

REFLECT: 

� How are leaders identified and set apart in the life of 

our church? Do the factors of their leadership have 

more to do with human criteria, or more to do with 

God’s? 

� Notice Barnabas and Saul are identified and set apart 

only from out of an environment of worship. What 

does that say is the essential “#1 element” of 

leadership within the church? 

� In what ways does private and public worship form you 

as a leader in our church?  

� What, if anything is missing? 

 

NOTES 

___________________________________________

___________________________________________

___________________________________________

___________________________________________

___________________________________________

___________________________________________ 
 

REACH:  In prayer, where and to whom is God leading you to? 

What prayers do you need to share with members of your 

group? List by name joys and concerns. 

 

 

 

 

READ: Acts 13:4-12 

 

REFLECT: 

� Have you ever had someone close to you tempted or 

tried by someone else away from the faith?  Recall the 

situation. 

� What was your response? Did you, like Paul, “fight” for 

them and their faith? Why/why not?  

� Paul doesn’t mix words, here, and even calls the “hand 

of the Lord” down upon Elymas. Clearly faith in Jesus 

mattered for Paul, not just for himself, but for others, 

too. Does faith matter in the lives of people around 

you? How much so, so that you will ‘fight” for them?  

� What might that “fighting” look like? 

 

NOTES 

 

___________________________________________

___________________________________________

___________________________________________

___________________________________________

___________________________________________

___________________________________________ 
 

REACH:  In prayer, where and to whom is God leading you to? 

What prayers do you need to share with members of your 

group? List by name joys and concerns. 

 

 

 



READ: Acts 13:13-52 

 

REFLECT: 

� Paul always begins his witness of Jesus in the 

synagogue (vs. 14), and then every time ends “out on 

the street” (vs. vs. 46ff). Clearly this was his established 

plan and pattern for witnessing to others of Jesus? 

� Why do you think he always followed this same exact 

plan? 

� Do you have a plan? What has worked for you in 

sharing Jesus with others? 

� If you don’t have a plan, what steps can you take now 

to begin to identify such a plan—that works? 

 

NOTES 

___________________________________________

___________________________________________

___________________________________________

___________________________________________

___________________________________________

___________________________________________ 
 

REACH:  In prayer, where and to whom is God leading you to? 

What prayers do you need to share with members of your 

group? List by name joys and concerns. 

 

 

 

 

 

WEEK SIX 

 

READ: Acts 14:1-20 

 

REFLECT: 

� Whenever good things happen in our lives, so often 

people are so willing to give “all the praise and glory” 

to all kinds of other sources, other than God. That 

happens here in this story, too (vss. 11-13).  

� How are you helping people see the truth, that “all 

good things come from God above” (James 1:17)? 

� To do this, you have to “see it” first, yourself. So what 

is it that helps you “see” God at work in your life, our 

world?  

� What, then, can that testimony look like as you help 

others see God at work, too? 

 

NOTES 

 

___________________________________________

___________________________________________

___________________________________________

___________________________________________

___________________________________________

___________________________________________ 
 

REACH:  In prayer, where and to whom is God leading you to? 

What prayers do you need to share with members of your 

group? List by name joys and concerns. 

 



READ: Acts 14:21-28 

 

REFLECT: 

� In this passage we see some of the essential practices 

of “church planting” that Paul and Barnabas used to 

help start and get going new faith communities. 

� Identify what some of those practices were? 

� Do any of those same practices transfer to our day? 

Which ones might they be? 

� What might it look like for us to use some of these 

same practices here within our church as we start and 

support new faith communities – small groups, 

worship services, mission/service groups, new 

churches, …? 

 

NOTES 

___________________________________________

___________________________________________

___________________________________________

___________________________________________

___________________________________________

___________________________________________ 
 

REACH:  In prayer, where and to whom is God leading you to? 

What prayers do you need to share with members of your 

group? List by name joys and concerns. 

 

 

 

 

READ: Acts 15:1-21 

 

REFLECT: 

� In every church since “day one” (including the early 

church) some people get hung up on the law 

(circumcision) as necessary criteria for entrance and 

participation within the church. (“You need to take a 

bath BEFORE you get in.”) This passage tells us what 

that looked like in the church at Jerusalem. What does 

it look like in our church, today? 

� To one extent or another, we all do that. Why? Why do 

we first stand up for the law instead of depend on and 

offer grace? 

� What does that say about us (those inside church)? 

What does this say about our attitude of others 

(outside the church)? What does it say about Christ’s 

intent for HIS church, and therefore how we really are 

to live?   

 

NOTES 

___________________________________________

___________________________________________

___________________________________________

___________________________________________

___________________________________________

___________________________________________ 
 

REACH:  In prayer, where and to whom is God leading you to? 

What prayers do you need to share with members of your 

group? List by name joys and concerns. 



READ: Acts 15:23-29 

 

REFLECT: 

� Notice the church at Jerusalem was able to find 

“common ground”, and offer that to Gentile believers. 

� In a world today where so many opposing groups go 

after and demonize each other, what can we learn 

from how the Jerusalem church reached consensus? 

� What were the identifiable practices they followed in 

order to reach that consensus? 

� What might that look like in our own time, our own 

church, our own witness to others? 

 

NOTES 

___________________________________________

___________________________________________

___________________________________________

___________________________________________

___________________________________________

___________________________________________ 
 

REACH:  In prayer, where and to whom is God leading you to? 

What prayers do you need to share with members of your 

group? List by name joys and concerns. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

READ: Acts 15-30-41 

 

REFLECT:  

� Right on the heels of unity within the Jerusalem church 

comes this story of disagreement and division between 

Paula and Barnabas. Why the discord? 

� Paul and Barnabas were both doing the work of the 

Lord, yet they disagree. Who was “right”? 

� What is the difference between “being right”, and 

“being effective”?  

� Could it be said that God was able to use Paul and 

Barnabas’ witness; though no longer on the “same 

team”, still living out the “same purpose”? 

� What can we learn from this episode in our own 

church and our own faith witness? 

 

NOTES 

 

___________________________________________

___________________________________________

___________________________________________

___________________________________________

___________________________________________

___________________________________________ 
 

REACH:  In prayer, where and to whom is God leading you to? 

What prayers do you need to share with members of your 

group? List by name joys and concerns. 

 

 



WEEK SEVEN 
 

READ: Acts 16:1-5 
 

REFLECT: 

� So how come if the Council of Jerusalem (Acts 5) said 

that circumcision wasn’t necessary to be a follower of 

Jesus, why did Paul have Timothy circumcised? What 

purpose did that serve? 

� Are there times and places in witnessing of our faith to 

others where it is expedient for us to go back to old 

ways of doing things in order to get the message of the 

faith across to some people? (Like: “I don’t go to bars 

any more, but in order to reach my friends who go to 

bars, I go to bars.”) 

� That can be “dangerous territory”, where people can 

get confused about the gospel or even wander in the 

wrong direction. What is it that keeps us faithful to 

Jesus? 

 

NOTES 

___________________________________________

___________________________________________

___________________________________________

___________________________________________

___________________________________________

___________________________________________ 
 

REACH:  In prayer, where and to whom is God leading you to? 

What prayers do you need to share with members of your 

group? List by name joys and concerns. 

READ: Acts 16:6-10 

 

REFLECT: 

� This is a critical story in the Book of Acts, for it tells us 

how Christianity moved out from just being a “Near-

Eastern faith” to a “world faith”, spreading into 

Europe. 

� Paul listened to the Spirit in order to help him see who 

he needed to go to and reach for Jesus. Are you willing 

to listen to the Spirit for who you need to reach for 

Jesus? 

� What boundaries might the Spirit be calling you to 

cross right now, to reach someone no one else is 

reaching? 

 

NOTES 

 

___________________________________________

___________________________________________

___________________________________________

___________________________________________

___________________________________________

___________________________________________ 
 

REACH:  In prayer, where and to whom is God leading you to? 

What prayers do you need to share with members of your 

group? List by name joys and concerns.  

 

 

 



READ: Acts 16:11-15 

 

REFLECT: 

� Notice the change in tense that begins here (vs. 10ff). 

Luke the writer of Acts is no longer just talking about 

Paul, but now he is “among the number”. He is a 

firsthand witness of all these events. He is not just 

telling Paul’s story. He is telling his story. 

� In any faith story, that becomes imperative—that we 

move from telling our parent’s/sibling’s/roommate’s 

/spouse’s story – but now, our story --- our story of 

Jesus within our own lives. 

� So take a few moments and reflect on your story. How 

has Christ worked in the lives of others in order to 

work within your life – that their story is now your 

story --- and give thanks to God for that/YOUR story! 

 

NOTES 

___________________________________________

___________________________________________

___________________________________________

___________________________________________

___________________________________________

___________________________________________ 
 

REACH:  In prayer, where and to whom is God leading you to? 

What prayers do you need to share with members of your 

group? List by name joys and concerns. 

 

 

READ: Acts 16:16-40 

 

REFLECT: 

� Here’s a favorite story of many from the Book of Acts, 

with many aspects to it. 

� Paul and Silas don’t give up on God, but actually turn 

their prison cell into a driving worship service.  

� The jailer gives up all hope and is ready to kill himself, 

thinking all the prisoners have escaped. 

� Paul and Silas hang around and use the jailers 

desperation as an opportunity to share their faith. 

� The whole household (wife, children, infants, servants, 

slaves) are baptized into the faith, and are filled with 

joy. 

� What speaks most to you in this story in the “jail time”, 

earthquakes, and times of turmoil in your life about 

powerful witnessing of God? 

 

NOTES 

 

___________________________________________

___________________________________________

___________________________________________

___________________________________________

___________________________________________

___________________________________________ 
 

REACH:  In prayer, where and to whom is God leading you to? 

What prayers do you need to share with members of your 

group? List by name joys and concerns. 



READ: Acts 17:1-9 

 

REFLECT: 

� When was the last time in your memory that a 

“powerful witness of God” caused a riot?  

� Notice a political statement is being made here: “They 

are defying Caesar’s decrees, saying that there is 

another king, one called Jesus.” Faith and politics 

unavoidably get intertwined, because faith in Jesus 

says “there is only one king—Jesus”. Therefore as his 

disciples who we follow and how we live is determined 

not by the State but by “King Jesus”.  

� The disciples in Thessalonica felt that. Do we? Where is 

“King Jesus” calling us to confront the “powers that be’ 

with his word of truth, not theirs? 

� What is the best way to do that? 

 

NOTES 

___________________________________________

___________________________________________

___________________________________________

___________________________________________

___________________________________________

___________________________________________ 
 

REACH:  In prayer, where and to whom is God leading you to? 

What prayers do you need to share with members of your 

group? List by name joys and concerns. 

 

 

WEEK EIGHT 

 

READ: Acts 17:10-15 

 

REFLECT: 

� Some churches and colleges call themselves “Berean” 

because of this text: “for they received the message 

with great eagerness and examined the Scriptures 

every day to see if what Paul said was true.”  

� The practice of the Bereans and emphasis of this texts 

is that the truth of Jesus can be found in ‘examining 

the Scriptures”.  

� Is that a practice in your life, and if so how do you live 

it out? 

� This shared practice with those in your small group is a 

good way to do that. Be certain to support one 

another as you live that out. 

 

NOTES 

 

___________________________________________

___________________________________________

___________________________________________

___________________________________________

___________________________________________

___________________________________________ 
 

REACH:  In prayer, where and to whom is God leading you to? 

What prayers do you need to share with members of your 

group? List by name joys and concerns. 



READ: Acts 17:16-34 

 

REFLECT: 

� Athens was the intellectual and cultural center of the 

Roman world, yet Paul dares to step into the middle of 

it. 

� Notice how Paul quotes from the Athenians 

philosophers and poets (Vss. 28-29), and connects his 

Gospel message with their own religion (vs. 23), “TO 

AN UNKNOWN GOD”. 

� Why would Paul do that? How is his witness more 

effective because of that? 

� What does that say about our own witness to people 

who experience life someone differently than we do—

of a different (sub)culture, life’s experience, or 

viewpoint? How is it always best to meet them WHERE 

THEY ARE AT, when we witness of Jesus? 

 

NOTES 

___________________________________________

___________________________________________

___________________________________________

___________________________________________

___________________________________________

___________________________________________ 
 

REACH:  In prayer, where and to whom is God leading you to? 

What prayers do you need to share with members of your 

group? List by name joys and concerns. 

 

READ: Acts 18:1-17 

 

REFLECT: 

� The Lord reassures Paul that even in the midst of 

opposition, to keep at it, “For I am with you” (vs 9b). 

� Where/from whom does the Lord reassure you “to 

keep at it” in the life of faith, even in the midst of 

oppositions, distractions, enticements? 

� How are you actively listening for the Lord’s direction 

and reassurance, knowing that often nothing is heard if 

we don’t have the ear for listening to it? 

� Prayer for such ears, and pray that you may be such a 

source of reassurance for someone else, too. 

 

NOTES 

 

___________________________________________

___________________________________________

___________________________________________

___________________________________________

___________________________________________

___________________________________________ 
 

REACH:  In prayer, where and to whom is God leading you to? 

What prayers do you  

 

 

 

 



READ: Acts 18:18-28 

 

REFLECT: 

� Notice the story of Aquila and Priscila within this 

chapter, a husband and wife in ministry, together.  

They were a team, partners in the gospel. 

� Who is your partner in the gospel? Who might Jesus be 

calling you to partner with? 

� For those who are married, for those who have 

children, for those who are part of a family – who has 

Jesus given you to partner with, and how might you 

nurture this “partner relationship” to more 

“adequately” (vs 26) explain the gospel to other. 

� Thank God for your “partners” – and tell them so! 

 

NOTES 

___________________________________________

___________________________________________

___________________________________________

___________________________________________

___________________________________________

___________________________________________ 
 

REACH:  In prayer, where and to whom is God leading you to? 

What prayers do you need to share with members of your 

group? List by name joys and concerns. 

 

 

 

 

READ: Acts 19:1-7 

 

REFLECT: 

� Notice the difference between “John’s baptism” and 

“baptism in the Holy Spirit”. What are the differences? 

� Vs 4: “John’s baptism as a baptism of repentance”. 

What is the baptism of the Holy Spirit all about (For 

some clue, see vs 6.) 

� Much of the practice of our faith is often focused more 

on a ‘baptism of repentance” (“being good”) than 

about being empowered by God. Yet that’s what 

‘baptism of the Holy Spirit” is all about. Where is it the 

God wants to empower you today, for God’s powerful 

purpose—and what is holding you back for seeking/ 

claiming this empowerment? 

 

NOTES 

 

___________________________________________

___________________________________________

___________________________________________

___________________________________________

___________________________________________

___________________________________________ 
 

REACH:  In prayer, where and to whom is God leading you to? 

What prayers do you need to share with members of your 

group? List by name joys and concerns. 

 need to share with members of your group? List by name joys 

and concerns. 


