
READ: Acts 19:7-22 

 

REFLECT: 

� There is great power and purpose “In the name of 

Jesus” (vs. 13). Even the enemies of the faith recognize 

this, here. Can that be said today – of us, of those who 

oppose us or disregard us or don’t take faith seriously? 

� When people came to believe “in the name of Jesus” 

(vs. 18) it led to a change in lifestyle – burning sorcery 

scrolls, worth “fifty thousand drachmas”. 

� What kind of “lifestyle” changes does your coming to 

believe “in the name of Jesus” require of you, and 

what might it cost you?  

� Are you wanting and willing to claim “the name of 

Jesus” in your life? How? 

 

 

NOTES 

___________________________________________

___________________________________________

___________________________________________

___________________________________________

___________________________________________

___________________________________________ 
 

PRAY:  In prayer, where and to whom is God leading you to? 

What prayers do you need to share with members of your 

group? List by name joys and concerns. 

 

 

READ: Acts 19:23-41 

 

REFLECT: 

� Demetrius and others defended their religion because 

it supported their own careers and lifestyle. Anything 

that threatened their faith, threatened their jobs and 

the comfort provided them. 

� That’s true not just for pagan religions, but for the 

Christian faith, too. Do we sometimes defend our 

Christian faith not because of Jesus but because it 

“provides for us” – in our careers, lifestyles, position, 

prestige, politics, and favored-status?  

� How can we begin to give that up in exchange for the 

cause of Christ? 

� The “city clerk” was a calm voice in the midst of 

turmoil. How can we be calm voices, even while 

challenging the misdirected focus of faith in Jesus? 

 

NOTES 

___________________________________________

___________________________________________

___________________________________________

___________________________________________

___________________________________________

___________________________________________ 
 

PRAY:  In prayer, where and to whom is God leading you to? 

What prayers do you need to share with members of your 

group? List by name joys and concerns. 

 



READ: Acts 20:1-12 

 

REFLECT: 

� Isn’t the Bible wonderful! Even there someone falls 

asleep in church! But notice there is no punishment, 

just restoration (brought back to life). 

� What do you think Paul was talking about -- ALL NIGHT 

LONG? It must have been something good, for only 

Eutychus feel asleep. 

� Imagine the story he had to tell. If you had been there 

that night, what part might you have played – Paul, 

Eutychus, the congregation? 

 

NOTES 

___________________________________________

___________________________________________

___________________________________________

___________________________________________

___________________________________________

___________________________________________ 
 

PRAY:  In prayer, where and to whom is God leading you to? 

What prayers do you need to share with members of your 

group? List by name joys and concerns. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

READ: Acts 20:13-38 

 

REFLECT: 

� Paul is “compelled by the Spirit” to go to Jerusalem, 

knowing that “prison and hardships are facing” him. 

� Why would Paul go, if he knew bad things awaited 

him? 

� In verse 24 Paul gives his answer.  

� What of God might “compel” you to face hardships, 

things you would rather avoid but places/people you 

know God is calling you to? 

� List some of them right now, and pray for God’s 

leading you to face them. 

 

NOTES 

 

___________________________________________

___________________________________________

___________________________________________

___________________________________________

___________________________________________

___________________________________________ 
 

PRAY:  In prayer, where and to whom is God leading you to? 

What prayers do you need to share with members of your 

group? List by name joys and concerns. 

 

 

 



READ: Acts 21:1-16 

 

REFLECT: 

� You might want to get a Bible map out and follow 

Paul’s journey. Paul continues to receive “warnings” 

about going to Jerusalem, but it doesn’t stop him. 

� Why do you think Paul is so driven about getting to 

Jerusalem? 

� Vs 15: Before they enter Jerusalem, they “got ready”. 

What does it look like for you to “get ready” to face 

tough times in your life when you know the going 

won’t be easy, but able to face it because you know 

that God is leading you? 

 

 

NOTES 

___________________________________________

___________________________________________

___________________________________________

___________________________________________

___________________________________________

___________________________________________ 
 

PRAY:  In prayer, where and to whom is God leading you to? 

What prayers do you need to share with members of your 

group? List by name joys and concerns. 

 

 

 

 

WEEK NINE 

READ: Acts 21:17-26 

 

REFLECT: 

� Notice how the Church is interconnected. Though Paul 

was an evangelist to the Gentiles, still he “checks in” 

with James (the brother of Jesus) and the other Jewish 

church leaders at Jerusalem as the “first thing he 

does”. 

� Why would he do that? What is the mission they share 

in common? 

� What would it look like for us to do that sort of thing, 

today?  

� Only after he receives their “blessing” does he take the 

next step on his journey, going to the Temple. 

� Does that say, only before we get things right with 

some of our fellow Christians can we then go worship? 

 

NOTES 

 

___________________________________________

___________________________________________

___________________________________________

___________________________________________

___________________________________________

___________________________________________ 
 

PRAY:  In prayer, where and to whom is God leading you to? 

What prayers do you need to share with members of your 

group? List by name joys and concerns. 



READ: Acts 21:27-40 

 

REFLECT: 

� Take note of the images of purity, here – Paul’s seven 

days of purification, keeping the Temple “pure” by 

keeping Gentiles out, maintaining the “purity” of the 

Jewish faith by keeping out Paul’s heretical ideas. 

� What does keeping “purity” look like in your faith? Is 

that a “good things”, or a “bad thing”? 

� People get all riled up about keeping things as they 

are, and even strike out against those who dare to 

bring in new ideas. But notice here, the “truth” is more 

found in the new ideas, than the old. 

� Who, then, do you tend be more like in this story –

those who want to maintain the status quo, Paul—the 

bearer of new ideas, the “peacemaker” soldiers who 

have to intervene to save someone? Who? 

� Why do you tend to play this role? 

 

NOTES 

___________________________________________

___________________________________________

___________________________________________

___________________________________________

___________________________________________

___________________________________________ 
 

PRAY:  In prayer, where and to whom is God leading you to? 

What prayers do you need to share with members of your 

group? List by name joys and concerns. 

READ: Acts 22:1:-21 

 

REFLECT: 

� Paul offers his “credentials” and then shares his 

conversion story. 

� What are your “credentials”, as found in your own 

“conversion story”?  

� Think who needs to hear that story from you, and how 

might you share it. 

� Notice, like Jesus in Luke 4, no one gets upset about 

anything Paul has to say until he talks about sharing his 

faith with the Gentiles. 

� Who are the “Gentiles” in your life and your 

relationships who need to hear your story of faith, that 

others near you might get upset it you actually did? 

� What will you do? 

 

NOTES 

 

___________________________________________

___________________________________________

___________________________________________

___________________________________________

___________________________________________

___________________________________________ 
 

PRAY:  In prayer, where and to whom is God leading you to? 

What prayers do you need to share with members of your 

group? List by name joys and concerns. 

 



READ: Acts 22:22-29 

 

REFLECT: 

� Paul uses some of his credentials of place and position 

to defend himself and to gain access to sharing his 

faith with others. 

� What credentials of place and position do you have 

that are available to you to help you share your faith 

with others? 

� Thank God for these special gifts—the home you were 

born in, the community you grew up in, the education 

you received, the work you do, the family connections 

you have—all “credentials” available to you, available 

for God’s purpose in and through you. 

 

NOTES 

___________________________________________

___________________________________________

___________________________________________

___________________________________________

___________________________________________

___________________________________________ 
 

PRAY:  In prayer, where and to whom is God leading you to? 

What prayers do you need to share with members of your 

group? List by name joys and concerns. 

 

 

 

 

READ: Acts 22:30-23:11 

 

REFLECT: 

� Paul stands before the Sanhedrin, many of them he 

would have known personally, as he had been their 

chosen “golden boy” to squash the Christian faith    

(see Acts 8:1, 9:1-2). 

� How would have that “prior relationship” affected 

their attitudes against Paul, and desire to shut him 

down? 

� How does Paul use the differences among those who 

opposed him to find a way out?  

� Who is it that sometimes might be an adversary in your 

faith, but could also be an ally, if you played it right? 

� How might you reach out to them? 

 

NOTES 

 

___________________________________________

___________________________________________

___________________________________________

___________________________________________

___________________________________________

___________________________________________ 
 

PRAY:  In prayer, where and to whom is God leading you to? 

What prayers do you need to share with members of your  

 

 

 



 

WEEK TEN 

READ: Acts 23:11-35 

 

REFLECT: 

� Opposition rises against Paul, such that he needs 

others—Romans--to protect him.  

� How does God work through others—maybe even 

adversaries--to protect you? 

� Paul is now on a journey whose course and destiny are 

now largely no longer in his control. Yet Paul still trusts 

God’s leading. 

� Reflect on a time in your life when you too have begun 

a journey over which you largely lacked much control – 

an illness, a job loss, a death of a loved one. Did you 

trust God’s leading there?  

� Reflecting back on it, how might you have trusted 

God’s leading, more? 

 

NOTES 

___________________________________________

___________________________________________

___________________________________________

___________________________________________

___________________________________________

___________________________________________ 
 

PRAY:  In prayer, where and to whom is God leading you to? 

What prayers do you need to share with members of your 

group? List by name joys and concerns. 

 

READ: 24:1--27 

 

REFLECT: 

� Paul is now on trial for his faith.  

� If you were the prosecutor, what charges might you 

have brought against him? Weren’t the charges in 

many cases true (vs. 5-6)? 

� If you were his attorney, what would you have said to 

defend him? 

� If you were the judge or in the jury, what verdict might 

you have given “based on the evidence”.   

� Is it a “good thing” or a “bad thing” to be declared “not 

guilty” of witnessing for Jesus? 

� Is there enough evidence to “convict” you? 

 

NOTES 

 

___________________________________________

___________________________________________

___________________________________________

___________________________________________

___________________________________________

___________________________________________ 
 

PRAY:  In prayer, where and to whom is God leading you to? 

What prayers do you need to share with members of your 

group? List by name joys and concerns. 

group? List by name joys and concerns.  

 



 

READ: Acts 25:1-12 

 

REFLECT: 

� Now Paul stands before Festus, and makes his defense.  

� Why would Paul appeal to Caesar (in Rome)?  

� Paul had always hoped to share the Gospel in Rome—

the “center of the world”. Notice how God uses “bad 

things” in our lives for God’s powerful purpose? 

� Can you recall some “bad times” in your life which 

turned out to be opportunities to share your faith in 

God?  

� Notice, these “bad times” aren’t cause by God, but 

God can still use them, if we make them (and so us) 

available to God. Claim that. 

 

NOTES 

___________________________________________

___________________________________________

___________________________________________

___________________________________________

___________________________________________

___________________________________________ 
 

PRAY:  In prayer, where and to whom is God leading you to? 

What prayers do you need to share with members of your 

group? List by name joys and concerns. 

 

 

 

TWO DAY DEVOTION 

READ: Acts 25:13-26:32 

 

REFLECT: 

� Paul stands before Festus, King Agrippa and Bernice, 

and everyone is struggling to nail down a charge for 

which it’s worth sending him to Caesar. Nothing sticks. 

� Again, Paul shares his conversion story (verses Acts 

22), this time with some new “details”. Does anything 

new strike you, especially in Jesus’ commission of him 

(vs. 15-18)? What is his calling? What is his purpose—

from Jesus? 

� Notice how Paul appeals to King Agrippa, but NOT for 

his freedom --- instead to invite King Agrippa to faith in 

Jesus. What, then, does that says about Paul’s agenda 

that aligns with Jesus’ commission of him (in verses 15-

18)? Now Paul is going to Rome. 

 

NOTES 

 

___________________________________________

___________________________________________

___________________________________________

___________________________________________

___________________________________________

___________________________________________ 
 

PRAY:  In prayer, where and to whom is God leading you to? 

What prayers do you need to share with members of your 

group? List by name joys and concerns. 



WEEK ELEVEN 

READ: Acts 27:1-26 

 

REFLECT: 

� Again, you may want to review a map in your Bible to 

get a sense of where Paul’s journey is taking him. 

� Paul foresees the fate of this journey, but no one 

listens to him. 

� Notice how eventually Paul becomes “the captain of 

the ship”, giving orders and direction. And where does 

his “authority” come from? (See verse 25) 

� How does faith in God instill you with authority in what 

storms you/your family/your workplace/… might be 

going through? 

� How might it be best to express this? 

 

NOTES 

___________________________________________

___________________________________________

___________________________________________

___________________________________________

___________________________________________

___________________________________________ 
 

PRAY:  In prayer, where and to whom is God leading you to? 

What prayers do you need to share with members of your 

group? List by name joys and concerns. 

 

 

 

READ:  Acts 27:27-44 

 

REFLECT: 

� The shipwreck nearly turned into a disaster, with 

“every man, woman and child” for them self, but Paul 

turns disaster into a safe landing – for everyone! 

� What does that say about our being God’s strong 

presence in the midst of life’s shipwrecks? 

� How can you be such a presence, when it is needed 

most?  

�  What do you think Paul’s focus was on as they ship 

began to break apart? What does your focus need to 

be upon as you ship breaks up? 

 

NOTES 

 

___________________________________________

___________________________________________

___________________________________________

___________________________________________

___________________________________________

___________________________________________ 
 

PRAY:  In prayer, where and to whom is God leading you to? 

What prayers do you need to share with members of your 

group? List by name joys and concerns.  

 

 

 



READ: Acts 28:1-10 

 

REFLECT: 

� First impressions often can be way off the mark. When 

a viper bit him, people were at first ready to condemn 

Paul, but then “they changed their minds and said he 

was a god.” Paul knew he was neither.  But he used 

that notoriety to reach the people on Malta, 

demonstrating God’s presence among them. 

� How can you adapt people’s impressions of you into 

something that enables you to “demonstrate God’s 

presence among them?”  

We don’t have to stay confined to people’s opinions of 

us, but can rise to God’s purpose in and through us. 

 

NOTES 

___________________________________________

___________________________________________

___________________________________________

___________________________________________

___________________________________________

___________________________________________ 
 

PRAY:  In prayer, where and to whom is God leading you to? 

What prayers do you need to share with members of your 

group? List by name joys and concerns. 

 

 

 

 

READ:  Acts 28: 11-23 

 

REFLECT: 

� Paul at last comes to Rome and begins to share his 

story with people who had heard nothing about Paul, 

and nothing about Jesus.  

� We are not confined to our past, but God always gives 

us “new territory.”  

� Who, then, are the people with whom you might have 

been given a ‘fresh start’”, to share your faith story of 

Jesus?  

� What’s the best way you can communicate that to 

them. (Notice, Paul begins with what they knew—“the 

Law of Moses and .. the Prophets”, vs. 23). 

 

NOTES 

 

___________________________________________

___________________________________________

___________________________________________

___________________________________________

___________________________________________

___________________________________________ 
 

PRAY:  In prayer, where and to whom is God leading you to? 

What prayers do you need to share with members of your 

group? List by name joys and concerns.  

 

 

 



READ: Acts 28:24-31 

 

REFLECT: 

� Some people are convinced. Some are not. But Paul 

doesn’t let their rejection stop him. Paul sees it as 

confirmation of Jesus’ purpose in him, in his gospel, is 

for the Gentiles. Paul, then, keeps at it, “for two whole 

years”.  

� Who has Jesus called you to, for His purpose? 

� How will you keep at it—“boldly and without 

hindrance”  

� THANK YOU for that! 

 

NOTES 

___________________________________________

___________________________________________

___________________________________________

___________________________________________

___________________________________________

___________________________________________ 
 

PRAY:  In prayer, where and to whom is God leading you to? 

What prayers do you need to share with members of your 

group? List by name joys and concerns. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


